CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR TIDDEN LIFE. 
No. XVI. 
ON THE TRUE IDEA OF SPIRITUAL LIBERTY. 


It has probably come within the observation of many persons, that there is 
- a form or modification of religious experience which is denominated “Lib- 
erty.” Hence, in common religious parlance, it is not unfrequently the case 
that we hear of persons being “in the liberty,” or in the “true liberty.” 
These expressions, undoubtedly, indicate an important religious truth, which 
has not altogether escaped the notice of writers on the religious life. The | 
account which is given by Francis de Sales of “liberty of spirit,” is, that “it 
consists in keeping the heart totally disengaged from every created thing, in order 
that it may follow the known will of God.” | ee 
To this statement of De Sales, considered as a general and somewhat 
indefifiite statement; we do not find it necessary to object. Certain it is that 
he who is in the “true liberty” is “disengaged,” and has escaped from the 
enslaving influence of the world. God has become to him an inward opera- 
tive principle — without whom he fecls he can do nothing ; and in conng¢=.....0..5 >; 
tion with whose blessed assistance he has an inward consciousness that the 
world and its lusts have lost their enthralling power. Liberty, considered in 
this general sense of the term, is to be regarded as expressive of one of the 
highest and most excellent forms of Christian experience. And we may add - 
further, that none truly enjoy it in this high sense but those who are in the 
state of sanctification of heart—none but those whom God has made “ free 
indeed.” We proceed now to mention soime of the marks by which the rela- 
tion of true spiritual liberty is characterized. But this seems to us easy to 
he done, because liberty is the opposite of enthralment; and because it Is 
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easy, asa general thing, to understand and. to specify the things by which we 
ale most apt to be enthralled. 
First. — The person who is in the enjoyment of true spiritual liberty, is 
‘no longer enthralled to the lower or appetitive part of his nature. Whether 
_ he eats or drinks, or whatever other appetite may claim its appropriate exer- 
cise, he can say in truth that he does all to the glery of God. It is tobe _ 
lamented, but is , nevertheless, true, that there are many persons of a reputa-— | 
ble Christian nandiie who are subject, ina greater or less degree, to a very 
injurious ty ranny from this source. But this is not the case with those who 
are in the possession of inward liberty. Their souls have entered into the ) 
_ pleasures of divine rest. And they can truly say they are dead to all appe- ee 
tites, except so far as they operate to fulfil the original and wise intentions of | pa 
the Who implanted them. 
Seconp. — The person who is in the enjoyment of true spiritual liber ty, Is 
no longer enthralled by certain desires of a higher character than the appe- 
tites, — sueh as the desire of society, the desire of knowled ge, the desire of 
the world’s esteem, and the like. These principles, which, in order to dis- 
tinguish them from the appetites, may conveniently ix designated as ‘the 
propensities or propensive principles, operate in the man of true inward 
liberty as they were designed to operate, but never with the power to enslave, 
He desires, for instance, to go into society, and, in complianee. with the sug- 
gestions of the social principle, to spend a portion of time in social inter- 
course ; but he finds it entirely easy, although the desire, in itself considered, 
may be somewhat marked and strong, to keep it in strict subordination to his | 
great purpose of doing every thing for the glory of God. Or perhaps, under 
the influence of another propensive tendency, that of the principle-of curies- 
ity, he desires to read a book of mucli interest, which some jndividual has 
placed before‘him; but he finds it entirely within his. power, as im the other 
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case, ‘to check his desire, and to keep it in its proper place. In neither of —- 

these instances, nor in others like them, is he borne down, as we often per- a 

ceive to be the case, by an almost uncontrollable tendency of mind. The - ] 
desire, as soon as it begins to exist, is at once brought to the true test. The tp 


question at once arises, Is the desire of spending my time in this way con- 
formable to the will of God? And if it is found or suspected to be at vari- 
ance with the divine will, it is dis smissed at once, ‘The mind ts conscious of 


an inward strength, which enables it to set at de fiance all enslaving tenden- 
cies of this nature. : 


Turrp. — A man who is in the enjoyment of true religious liberty, will not 
be enthralled by imordinate domestic or patriotic affections, however énno- 


bling they may be thought to be,—such as the love of parents and children, 
the love of’ friends and country. 


It is true that spiritual hberty does not 
exclude the exercise of these affections, whielvare in many respects generous 


and elevated, any more than it pe PSs and excludes the existenee and 
exercise of the lower appetites and propensities. 


It pronounces its condem- 
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The Hidden Life. = 3 
mation and exclusion upon a certain degree of them, or a certain intensity of 
power. When they are so strong as to become perplexities and entangle- 
ments in the path of duty, then they are evidently Inconsistent with the exist- 
ence of true. spiritual freedom : and in that shape and i in that degree necessa- 

vrily © come under condemnation. I have, for instance, a very near and dear 
friend, who is exceedingly worthy of my affections ; but if my love to him 
leads me, perhaps almost involuntarily, to seek his company when my duty 
to my God and my fellow men ca!ls mé in another direction; and if I tind it 
difficult to subdue and regulate this disposition of mind, it is evident that J 
am not in the purest and highe: state of internal liberty. "Thave wrongly 
given to a creature something which belongs to God alone. ; 
I'ouRTH. — When we are wrongly under the influence of disinclinations 
and aversions, we éannot be said to be in internal liberty. Sometimes, when 
God very sbriousiy ealls us..to the dischar ce of duty, we are internally con- 
scious of a great degree of backwardness. We do it, it is true; but we feel 
that we do not like to do it. There are certain duties which we owe to the 
poor and degraded, to the openly profane and impure, which are oftentimes 
repugnant to persons of certain refined mental habits; but if we find that 
these refined repugnancies which come in the way of duty: have great power | 
‘ over us, We are not in the true liberty. We have not that strength in God | 
which enables us to act vigorously and freely. Sometimes we have an aver- 
sion to an individual, the origin of which we cannot easily account for ; there 
is something unpleasant to Ws, and perhaps unreasonably. so, In his counte- 
nance, his manners, or his person. If this aversion interferes with aud pre- 
vents the prompt and full discharge of the duty which, as a friend and a 
Christian we owe him, then we have reason to think thet we have not 
| reached that state of holy and unconstrained Rexibuity of mind which the » 
true idea of spiritual liberty implies. 
Firrxa.—'The person is not in the e njoy ment of true liberty of spirit Who — 
is wanting in the disposition of accommodation to others in things which are 
not of especial importance. And this is the case when we needlessly insist 
. ~_=,upon having every thing done im our own time and manner; when we are. 
— troubled about little things, whieh are in themselves indifferent, and think, 
perhaps, more of the position ofa chair than ofthe salvation of'a soul; when 
we find a difficulty in making: allowance for the constitutional differences in 
others, which it may not be either easy or important for them to correct; 
when we find ourselves disgusted because another does not express himself 
- — in entire accordance with our principles of taste; or when we are displeased 
and dissatished with his religious or other performances, although we know he 
does the best he ean. All these things, and many others like them, give evi- 
dence of'a mind that has not ente1 ved into the broad and untramelled domain 
of spiritual freedom. 
We may properly add here, that the fault-finder is not a man of a free 
spirit. Accordingly those whoare often complaining of their minister, of the 
brethren of the ehurch, of the time-and manner of the ordinances, and of 
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many other persons and things, will find, on a careful examination, that they 
are too full of self to know any thing of that ennobling jiberty Which the 
Savior gives to his truly: sanctified ones. 

_ Srxtu.— The person who is disturbed and impatient when events fall out 
differently from what he expected and anticipated, is not in the enjoyment of 
true spiritual freedom. In‘ accordance with the great idea of God’s perfect 
sovereignty, the man of a religiously free spirit regards all events which take 
place, sIN ONLY EXCEPTED, as an expression, under the existing cireum- 
stances, of the will of God. And such is his unity with the divine will, that. 
there is an immediate acquiescence in the event, of whatever nature it may 
be, and however afflicting in its personal bearings. His mind has acquired, 
as it were, a divine flexibility, in virtue of which it accommodates itself with 
surprising ease and readiness to all the dey clopments of Providence, whether 
prosperous or adverse. 

SEVENTH. — Those who are in the enjoyment of true liberty, are patient. 
under interior temptations and all inward trials of mind. They cay bless 
the hand that smites them internally as well as externally. Knowing that all 
good exercises are from the Holy Spirit, they have no disposition to prescribe 
to God what the particular nature of those exercises shall be. If God sees fit 
to try and to strengthen their spirit of submission and patience by bringing 
them into a state of great heaviness and sorrow, either by subjecting them to 
severe temptations from the adversary cf souls, or by laying upon them the 
burden of deep grief for an impenitent world, or in any other way, they feel 


it to be all right and well. They ask for their daily bread spiritually as well 


as temporally; and they cheerfully receive what God sees fit to send them. 
E1guru.— The person who enjoys true liberty of spirit is the most delib- 
erate and cautious in doing what he is most desirous todo. This arises from 
the fact that he is very much afraid of being out of the line of God’s will and 
order. He distrusts all strong desires and strong feelings generally, espe- 
cially if they agitate his mind and render it somewhat uncontrollable. Not 
merely or chiefly because the feelings are strong; that is not the reason ; but 
because there is reason to fear, from the very fact of their strength and agi- 
tating tendency, that some of nature’s fire, Which true sanctification quenches~ 
and destroys, has mingled in with the holy and peaceable flame of divine 
ove. Jolin the Baptist, no doubt, had a strong natural desire to be near Jesus 
Christ while he was here. ON. arty to hear his divine words, person- 
ally his company ; but in the ennobling liberty of spirit which the Holy Ghost 
gave him, he was enabled to overrule and suppress this desire, and to remain 
alone | in the solitary places of the wilderness. 

Nintu. — The possessor of true religious liberty, when he has submissively. 
and conscientiously done his duty, is not troubled: by any undue anxiety in 
relation to the result, It may be laid down as a maxim, tbat he who asserts 
that he has left all things in the hands of God, and at the same time exhibits 
trouble and agitation of spirit in relatiog. to the results of those very things, — 
gives abundant evidence, in the fact of this agitation of spirit, that he has not 
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really made the entire surrender which he professes to have made. The 
alleged facts are ne of each other, and both cannot exist at the 

Tenru.— The person of a truly liberated spirit, although he is ever ready 
to do his duty, waits patiently tul the proper time of action, He has no choice 
of time but that which is indicated by the providence of God. The Savior 
himself could not act until his “hour was come.” When he was young, he 
was subject to his parents ; when he was older, he taught in the synagogues. 
In his journeyings, in his miracles, in his instructions, in his sufferings, he 
-always had an acquiescent and approving reference to that providential order 
of events which his heavenly Father had established. On the contrary, an 
enthralled mind, although it is religiously disposed in “part, will frequently 
adopt a precipitate and undeliberate course of action, Which 1s inconsistent 
with a humble love of divine order, Sueh a person thinks that freedom 
consists in having things in his own way, whereas true freedom consists in 
having things in the right way ; and the right way is God’s way. And in this 
remark we include not only the thing to be done, and the manner of doing 
it, but also the time of doing it. 

Fixatiy.—In view of what has been said, and as a sort of summary of. 
the whole, we may remark that true liberty of spirit is found i in those, and in 
those only, who, in the language of De Sales, “ keep the heart totally disen- 
gaged from every created thing, in order that they may follow the known will 
of God.” In other words, it is found with those.who can say, with the Apostle - 
Paul, that they are “dead, and their lite is hid with Christ in God.” The 
‘ruling motive in the breast of the man of a religiously free spirit is, that he 
may in all cases and on all occasions, do the will of God. In that will his” 
“lite is hid” The supremacy of the divine will,—in other words the reign 
of God in the heart—necessarily has a direct and powerful operation upon 
the appetites, propensities, and atlections; keeping them, each and all, in 
their proper place. As God rules in the heart, every thing else is necessarily 
subordinate. It is said of the Savior himself that “he pleased not himself,” 
that he came “to do his Father's will.” 

Another thing which can be said aflirmatively and positively is, that those 
Who are spiritually free are led by the Spirit of God. A man who is really 
guided by his appetites, his propensities, his affections, his love of country, 
or any thing else other than the Spirit of God, cannot be said to be led by 
that divine Spirit. "The Spirit of God, ruling in the heart, will not bear the 
presence of any rival, any competitor. In the heart of true liberty the Spirit 
of God rules, and rules alone: so that he who is in the possession of this 
liberty, does nothing of his own pleasure or his own choice, ‘That is to say, 
in all cases of voluntary action he docs nothing under the impulse and guid- 
ance of natural pleasure or natural choice alone. His liberty consists in being 
free from self; in being liberated fiom the dominion of tie world ; in lying 
‘quietly and passively in the hands ef God; in leaving himself, like clay in 
1* 
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the hands of the potter, to be moulded and fashioned by the divine wilt, 
Natural liberty may be said to consist in following. the natural sentiments + 
in doing our own desires and purposes, which naturally throng in upon the 
soul and take possession. It is like a strong man that.is under the complete 
eontrol of his irregular passions. Spiritual liberty consists in passively, yet 
intelligently and approvingly, following the leadings of the Holy Ghost. It 
is like a little child, that reposes in simplicity and in perfect confidence on 
the bosom of its beloved mother. Natural liberty combines, with the appear- 
ance of liberty, the reality of subjection. He who has but natural liberty is 
a slave to himself. In spiritual liberty it is just the opposite. He who is 
_ spiritually free has entire dominion over himself. Spiritual liberty implies, 
with the fact of entire submission to God, the great and precious reality of 
interior emancipation. He who is spiritually free is free in God. And he 
may, perhaps, be said to be free in the same sense in which God is; who is. 
free to do every thing right and nothing wrong. | 
This is freedom indeed. ‘This is the liberty with which Christ makes free. 
This is emancipation, which inspires the songs of angels ; a freedom which 
earth cannot purchase, and which hell cannot shackle. A. K. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


UNBELIEF. 

Unbelief is a sin from which every Christian should labor to be 
saved. By unbelicf, we do not here mean what is meant by it 
in its most extensive signification, including a denial of the exist- 
ence of a Supreme Being, d&c., popularly termed Infidelity ; but 
simply a want of faith, not only in the promises of God’s word, 
whereby we are assured he has provided for us a full salvation — 
i. e., a salvation from all sin +~but in that demonstration he has 
. given, that he is willing to impart to us that salvation. This 
want of faith is observable among the largest proportion of pro- 
fessing Christians composing thie entire Christian church. Many © 


oe» them: have undoubtedly béen justified, and, at times, have had 


a sense of pardon; but who, nevertheless; have but little peace 
and enjoyment, always filled with doubts and fears. This unbe- 
ne may arise from several causes : | 

There may be some who deny the doctrine in theory alto- 
ae as the duty and privilege of Christians in this life. ~ Such, 
of course, cannot be saved from sin, While they believe such a 
state unattainable. Their creed generally is, “ We cannot be 


4, | 
| 
aah | 
aa 
230) BE 
we if 
4 
We. 
ay 
i 
, 
| 
i 
a 
7 
a 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 


—Unbelief. 


saved fiom all sin in this world. God will sanctify us at death, 
and take us to glory.” Let’ such: Christians examine the bible, 
particularly on this subject, especially those passages which evi- 
dently teach the possibility of being saved from all sin in this 
life. In addition, let them read Wesley’ s “Plain Account. of 
Christian Perfection,” and the Christian’s Manual,” Kev. 


Merritt. 


2. Others may suppose it is the privilege of some to be saved 


from sin, but not for them. Such are always in unbelief, unless — 
they have obtained this blessing while seeking for higher attain-— 
ments in Christian experience ; and not knowing that it is what 


Christians call holiness, they are unwilling to acknowle dee 
; though, perhaps, at the same time, they acknowledge, mn their 


i er as much as any holy Christian would ever feel it his duty to 


acknowledge. ‘here may be such in all Christian churches. But 
how many are ready to say, “It is the privilege of some to be 
sanctified, but not for us?’ Here unbelief takes possession of 
the heart. But it was the privilege of Bramwell, Hester Ann _ 
Rogers, and others; who have undoubtedly ‘enjoyed. this blessing ; 
and why not for all believers? Is it said, they were called to 
perform special duties, and God gave them a clean heart for this 
purpose? We answer, all Christians are called to perform spe- 
cial duties. It is true, they may have been called to attend to | 
certain duties which every Christian may not be called to attend 
to; yet they were only called to serve God with all their powers ; 

and this every Christian is called to do. But how can this be— 
done without a clean heart? Indeed, every Christian may and 


- ought to be as free from sin as any Christian who has ever lived, 


St. Paul not excepted. And let none suppose that the weakest 


Christian cannot be saved from all sin, and consequently from 
unbelief. — It is the privilege of every private member of the 


church. 


3. But many are led into unbelief from the fact that they 
have once professed this blessing, but subsequently have felt some 
~evil principle springing up in the heart. Suéh persons frequently 
reason thus: “If I ever obtained this blessing, why do I feel 
thus? And if I have not, it cannot certainly be for me.” Such 
reasoning is unsound. It contradicts experience and the Bible. 
It may be that such have been sanctified ; but through unfaithful- 
ness, have admitted some sin into their hearts again: for a sanc- 
tified state does not insure us against apostacy. Neither does it 


follow that because we have been deceived in regard to this bless-_ 


Ing once, it is not for us. Now, we advise all, whether they have 
once received this blessing, and partially lost it, or have never re- 
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ceived it, to commence seeking it with all the heart. - Unbelief 
will give way before the prayer of faith. 
_ How many in the Christian church are troubled with anbellef 
all their days, till perhaps just before they die, they get hold by 
- faith, and go shouting home to glory. But this enemy of the — 
Christian’ s happiness-may be destroyed. Seek and obtain a clean | E 
heart, and you will be enabled to cry out with the poet — 


- 
J 


“ Faith lends its realizing light: 
The clouds disperse, the shadows fly ; 
The invisible appears in sight, . 
And God is seen by mortal eye. 


New London, Dec., 1841. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


WORD OF EXHORTATION. 


Who is our example ? Whom are we required to be like & What does — 
He in plain language require us to be? What do prophets and apostles 
require us to be? What is the demand of scripture of us, from beginning to | 
end? No one disputes that God requires of us holiness. Does he demand 
of us what we cannot render? Do our fathers of the flesh do so? And 2 | 
God less kind ? 
It is not so much for want of Bible proof that we do not embrace fall re- | 
| demption, salvation from sin, as for want of siniple faith in the declaration and 
' promise of God. There is a general belief, a belief in the mass, that Christ’s | ail 
_ kingdom will come, and his will be done on earth, And we are watching the . | 
signs of the times, the coming of this kingdom. All eyes seem to be raed | e. 
towards the latter day glory, as the day of the fulfilment of the promises. 3 
But it is still a latter day glory, and will continue to be, so long as the Church — 
refuses to embrace it as a present reality. It is a great mistake of the Church | . 
that she must be in mists and clouds, since her Redeemer has come. "Heid 7 
~~ her light, her strength : what other glory shall arise upon her? Because Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, who wrote hundreds of years before Christ, spake prophetic- 
ally of a glorious era, the coming of Christ, are we, who live almost two 
thousand years subsequent to this period, to catch the same strain, and be 
borrowing life and light from futurity still? Yea, rather let us now, each 
one, turn our eyes within our own breasts and ask, is the kingdom of God 
come there? Itis righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Has it 
come in thy heart, reader ? 


What present benefits result to the believer in this life, if he is not to gain 


if 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
q 
BE. 
4 
{ 
| 


Word of Exhortation. = 9 


a conquest over sin, over self? Is not this the one thing Christ came to 
deliver us from? From all, and every form of sin? We must receive and 
believe this trifth, and act accordingly. It is in vain to pray to be made holy, 
if we believe we cannot be made so, Is this a prayer of faith? Yea, does 
not the result proye that: it is only mockery? We have been praying thus, 
perhaps, with an unbelieving heart, for many years. What advance have we | 
made? Is it not time we prayed in faith, and realized an answer to our 


prayers? Js it not time we prayed intelligently, understanding God’s will . 


and promise, and in the exercise of true and living faith in the same? Why 


have we thus long limited our faith in a partial cleansing, or rather to no_ . 


cleansing at all? for he that offendeth in one point is guilty of all. For one 
sin, one act of disobedience, cur first parents lost Paradise. Our Savior has 
plainly taught us to pluck outa nighteye, to cut off a right hand, if it cause 
us to sin. Can any thing be more explicit? Shall we say of any one sin, is not 


this a little one 2 Let us remember Christ's law extends to the heart: hence 
_ the necessity of heart cleansing. This is the blessedness of this salvation, — 


that it cleanses the fountain from whieh all our actions flow. Why should 
we goall our days groaning under the burden of sin, when our debt has been 
paid, — when the ransom for sin is found? It is finished: all is done that 


God can do, and faith is the lever that must remove the burden, —-H. G. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
FROM A GENTLEMAN TO HIS SISTER IN THIS CITY. 


This letter seems couched in figurative lan cuage, ‘ie we trust the senti- 
ment and spirit will be understood and appreciated. — 


Whitesboro’, Dec. 17 1841. 
Beovep !— Your. letter came in good 
God’s time. Your silence tried me, but through oTace the trial — 
had yielded the peaceable fruits of righteousness. And now, 
eating such fruit, through God, our intercourse must continue in 


~~ the Lott Wholly, and not in any other name orto any other end. 


Since | read what you say, [ have not ceased to give thanks to 


God for keeping your head above the deep waters. Surely Satan 


would swallow you up. And has he not desired to have you and 
sift you as wheat? Has he not threatened to get you slain, as. 
Saul thought to get rid of David, by thrusting you into the midst 

of the untucuiiedd ? Has not God suffered “the trial to be made, 
and are you not alive and having life more abundantly through 
Ifim that was dead and is alive me ever more? Surely your es- 
cape is of Him who is greater than he that is in Bostonian Phi- 
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listines, and to Him be all the glory, and that not by your render- 
ing merely, but by the offering up (on the altar of your heart 
and my heart, and of all who know,) the incense of the Spirit's 
praise. What is our praise to his? Who can glorify Christ but 
the Comforter? Did He receive testimony from men when here — 
in the flesh, and how much less now? Beloved, the time has 

come that you and I at least, should cease from our works and 
enter into the arms of him who worketh mightily, according to 
the all-subduing, all-upholding,-all-overcoming power. On this | 
very account hath he not chosen us instead of the wise and pru- 
dent and strong ones? Is not our weakness the great attraction ? 
Therefore let-us cast away, far away, that evil heart of unbelief, 
that hinders him from making his strength perfect in our weak- 
ness. Let the first thought of despondency, and distrust, and 
- fear, be to us as the dagger pointed at our vitals. I say here now, 
sister, on the strength of God’s testimony, that he hath chosen. us ; 
yea, One has risen from the dead, and testified to me to-day things 
concerning you and me that ought to banish every fear and drive_ 
away beyond the reach of thought itself every misgiving. Where- 
fore, my dearly beloved, my joy and my crown, stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ makes us free, and be not entangled 
again, not once more, in any yoke of bondage. Has not the time 
come for you, even you, to lift up the hands which hang down 
and confirm the feeble knees? Hear the word of the Lord to 
you. ‘Thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In re- 
turning and rest shall ye be saved ; in quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength. Now do not say no to this, like Israel ; 
do not let your practice give a no. Rest in the Lord, and be not 
- moved at all by thoughts about your lack of fruit in the Lord. Is 
not the fulness of time yet to céme for you to be the mother of 
many children? Remember Sarah. ‘Trust the promise, For in | 
due time Isaac shall be —a child of promise and not of natural | 
generation. But in all things you must be as Sarah your mother. 
Therefore learn of her. Look up and see the angels coming to 


_.. hortation- thus far. It is not mine, but his that calleth us with a 
calling so high that none can know of it but he that is taught 
about it by God. Therefore let not the ungodly intermeddle. | 
Here you err. Divine wisdom is not as human ; neither is hu- 
man tenderness like divine charity. Remember Peter’s “ Far be 
it from thee, Lord.” As for myself, I have suffered in the flesh 
unto the ceasing from sin and entering into a large place, whose 

length and breadth, and depth and height, 1s as Christ. It is all 
in one word told, and can be told by no other — Christ. Through 


your tent with words that shall make you laugh. Suffer my ex-_ pr 
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Extract of a Letter. bi 


willingness to suffer with Christ, T have been adopted of God asa. 
child indeed, and an heir in full; yea, a joint heir with Christ. 
I am no more a servant, but a tion and son; for he hath begun 


to make all things Known to me that himself doeth. Ile is show- 
ing me, as fast as my-infant eyes can follow, things not lawful to 


be ‘attered. Among other things, our beloved hatha earden, that 
is as a garden of a king. At the gateway, every admitted visiter 
is furnished with raiment of needle work, all glorious within, and 


| over that a clothing of wrought. cold. At the right hand stands 


the queen, in cold of Ophir. On the cate-posts as we enter, is 


written on the one, Quielness, and on the other Confidence ; 
and over .the head is. inscribed in large characters, Humility. 
Within are found all manner of precious fruits, and. flowers, and 


trees, bearing daily new fruits, even all the treasures of wisdom 


-and knowledge. 


‘The name “of the garden is, The Lord i Is There. The glory of 
it is that his voice is heard there continually, walking m= the gar- 
den. Eden was an emblem of it —a shadow sent before, to de- 
clare the glory of its coming. Have you heard of a new heaven 
and new earth being created, and. of a commandment from: him 
that made them to rejoice in that which I create? And why do 


‘you mourn and despond ever? Why not rejoice always? But 


babes are babes until grown. Grow, therefore, as calves of the 
stall do, fed by a arefal hand: for it is written that He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd. Only let him feed you. Yield to him 


every member. Open your mouth wide.. Say to wolves, get 
behind. Say to chaff, flee aways Say to Christ, thow art, and 
therefore I may be. I will be. But all things must be of God, 


who will cive the earnest of the Spirit to every one receiving hie” 
testimony. concerning Christ. | 


For the Guide Ae Christian Perfection. - 
Si LECT THOUGHTS FROM VARIOUS WRIT ERS. 


Man seems formed to be a hero in suffering, not a hero in action. 

Quietness before God is one of the mest diffieult of all Christian graces, 
To sit where he places us; to be what he w ould have us he, and this as long 
as he pleases. Recollection is the lite of religion. 

The Christian wants to know no new thing, but to have his heart more 


elevated above the world, by secluding himself from it as much as—lis duties 


Will allow, that religion may eflect this its great end, by bringing its sublime 
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hopes and prospects into more ead action on the mind. Recollection i is the 
life of religion.— Cecil. 


He (Ignatius) let not an hour pass in the day without recollecting himselt 
interiorly, and examining his conscience, for this purpose banishing all other 
thoughts.. He never applied his mind so much to exterior affairs, as to lose 
the sweet relish of interior devotion. — Butler’s Lives of the Saints. 


Do all thy necessary and outward works without any trouble or carefulness 
of mind, and bear thy mind, amidst all, always inwardly lifted up and elevated 
to God, following always more the inward exercise of love, than the outward 

acts of virtue. — Leighton. 


[see there is nothing like entering into God’s design concerning us. He 
wishes to make us perfectly holy, and to fill us with all his fulness. We 
should aim at this. Let us plead the blood! — plead the blood! O let us 
say as God says, Destruction to sin! And we must have the whole man engaged 
_ in the service of God, or we shall soon be tainted again. 

I must believe whatever I feel, All prayer will secure ts constant victory. 
Stand firm and Satan cannot harm you. Have you enemies without, allow — 
them no place within. O it is a good thing to plead with God. 

-I see more clearly than ever that God himself is the portion of his people 
~—John Smith, 


Self-loathing is a characteristic ofa ‘spiritual mind. The axe 1s s laid at the 
root of a vain-glorious spirit. 

There is a transaction between God and the spiritual mind: if the man 
feels dead and heartless, that 1s matter of complaint to God. He looks to 
God for wisdom for the day, for the hour, for the business in hand. 

A spiritual mind has something of the nature of the sensitive plant. | 
shall smart if I touch this or that. There is a holy shrinking away from 
evil. | 

God’s way of answering the Christian’s prayer for an increase of patience. 
experience, hope and love, usually i is to put him into the furnace of tribu- 


lation, A Christian must count it all joy when he. is tried as gold in the 
fire. — Cecil. 


It is the devil that often suggests the cen of 1 imaginary indispositions, or 


sloth magnifies those that are slight, ., 

Merit consists not in enjoying, but in suffering, and Ohe- 
dience is the soul of a religious life. Long prayer will not advance a soul 
when she is called to obedience. Obedience is put to the test in. different 


commands, All murmurings, excuses, or delays, are contrary to obedience. 
— St. Teresa. 


I wish to get away from frames and feelings, and live continually on the 
precious truth, “Christ has undertaken for me.” 


-O what a blessed thing it is to lose one’s will! Since I have lost my will. 
Ihave found happiness. There can be no such thing as disappointment to 
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me, for I have no desires but that God’s will may be accomplished. — Dr. 
Payson. 


ie, The least cross which we bear, the least action which we perform in a _ 
right disposition, will be an acceptable offermmg. We have frequently some- 


thing to suffer, sometimes an aching pain in the body, at other times some 


trouble of mind, often some disappointment, some humbling rebuke, some 


reproach. We profess ourselves ready to die for Clirist, yet cannot bear the 


least cross or humiliation. How beautiful the sacritice of a soul which 
suffers in silence, and seeks no comfort or reward but from God. This sim- 


plicity and purity of heart, this love of being hid in God through Jesus 
Christ, is the perfection of all our sacrifices, and the complete victory over 
self love, which it attacks and forces out of its strongest cntrencliments. — 
Butler’s Laves of the Suints. 


Who will daily read the word of God, unless he finds it daily food 2. Who 


* will be much in prayer, unless he finds divine communion, which is divine — 


refreshment ? — Berridge 


For the Guide to Christian Pertection: 
PERSONAL. EXPERIENCE. 


Dear BRETHREN, a ws it will cheer the hearts of any of the 


beloved disciples of Jesus to hear how it is with one of the least 
of his followers, my soul will bless the Lord for the privilege. — 


Eight years have now passed since I have had reason to believe 
that the Lord called me from the ranks of the enemy to become 
a recipient of pardoning love, and be made a partaker of the | joys 
of His salvation. Much might be said of Ilis goodness to me 


during that period, but thexe is so much of sin, sorrow and 


sighing mingled with it, | am constrained to say, O the forbear- 


ance of my “God! When I call to mind my unfaithfulness ee. 


the souls-of these around me, as well as to my own the daily 
combination robbing me of peace and communion —so_ little 
love to the dear vii and his cause —so much of self in all 
I did, I abhor myself, and wonder at the love of God in not 
withdrawing from me entirely his Spirit, and leaving me to grope 
my own way. Thanks be to God, a brighter day has dawned ; 
darkness that might be felt preceded it; three days and three 
nights I was, as it were, in Jonah’s confinement, beholding 


nothing but myself and an angry God. Such a to 


Jesus as mine, such depths of wickedness as my heart exhibited, 
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read but never felt, now touched my heart. 
faith be it unto thee,” > came with them. 


14 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


seemed to call for the vengeance of a holy God to rest upon me 
for ever. Bitter were my tears, constant my cries, till the Spirit 
took of the things of Jesus and presented them to my vision. 
A ray of hope then appeared. I gazed —it became brighter and 
brighter; and as I looked, sweet promises, such as I had often 
“ According to thy 
I saw that 


Though I have most unfaithful been 
Of all who e’er his grace received,” 


yet Jesus waited to enter and take up his abode in my heart. 
Willing I thought I was to yield at once, yet he did not come in. 
For one or two days I did not find any thing to hinder ; there 
was, I thought, a giving up of self and all to Him. — Yet the 
cloud separated ; the Lord left me not here, but seemed to say, 
“trust the Lord ; you have been unwilling to leave yourself in the 
hands of: Jesus, unless he would: impart joy and peace, thus 


you would have a full redemption on condition of happiness, 
expecting the fruits of faith previous to its exercise.” 
ness! can I thus treat dying love! 
hour, when the Lord thus revealed my heart to me ; 
last link of the chain that bound me to earth and deprived my 


O selfish- 
O never shall I forget that 
it was the 


soul of full communion with my God. 
all his loveliness ; my will bowed ; 
upon the altar. So sweet was the ‘sacrifice, so conscious of giving 
up every thing, body, soul, time, talents, influence, all to the 
Lord, that had Ta thousand hearts, it would have afforded me 
Joy to have laid them one after another at the foot of the precious 
cross of Christ. I left the offering in faith, doubting nothing. 
There was a serenity reigning I had been a stranger to before. 
[ did not think this an evidence of being cleansed “from all sin ; 


indeed, I looked not. for an evidence. Jesus had ‘conquered — 
His love had overpowered — my language was, 


Jesus now appeared in 
my soul yielded ; all was laid 


“To do, or not to do; to have, 5 


| Or not to have, | leave to 


To be, or not to be, I leave ; 
Thy only will be done in me. 

All my requests are lost in one: 

Father, thy only will be done.” 


‘Twenty-four hours afterward, however, at the close of a busy 
day’s work, on my way home my soul was illuminated to such a 
degree by a view of the blessed Jesus, that all my heart could 
utter with voice was, “Blessed Jesus, ” “Precious Savior,” 
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“Lovely of the loveliest,’ and like expressions. Then I felt my 
Lord had indeed visited me, and / cried, “Abba, Father ; my 
God and my Redeemer. ”’ 

It is now more than five months since that evening. My theme 
has been a full, free and present salvation through a crucified | 
Redeemer, by faith. Peace has prevailed ; — ardent longing for 
the same rich blessing to be imparted to all the professed “chil 
dren of God, and earnest prayer for the salvation of souls has been 
my daily exercise, with the privilege of acting faith by- the 
moment, and believing. that all which God has to bestow was and 
is mine through the purchase of my Savior, so far as it would 
clorify Him to impart and be a good to me. ‘Trials I have had, 
temptations not a few; but w hereas once they weighed me down | 


with sorrow and overcame me, now I fly to Jesus, and their power 


is gone. I might speak of many things in contrast with former 
experience, but will not encroach upon the rights of others to 


your pages. ‘This permit me to say, that it would be death ta me 


to go back to my former state. 
O that Christians would ZIVe themselves up to prayer, ‘that 
God might open their eyes to behold the glorious things: spoken 


concerning Zion in his holy word. Allow me to quote a precious 


portion. “Ce What shall we then say to these things? If God be 
for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, 


but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?) Who shall separate us from the love 
Christ?) = Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 


or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors, through him that loved us. For I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Christian! is this the 
real language of your heart? Ifso, happy indeed are you: then 


you know the peace giving power of the vospel —that ‘there is 


no condemnation. to than, faghic ‘h are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Tor the law of the Spinit of | 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and — 
death ;”’ the sun is no more your light by day, neither for bright- 
ness dais the moon give light unto you;- but the Lord is unto 
you an everlasting light, ‘and your God your glory, 
Dear Brethren, thank you for the ¥ Guide,” its 
records of God’s ‘dealing with the souls of lus ree ones, encour- 


_ ages me to trust more implicitly in him—to run the race more 
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vigorously — to comprehend more fully the inward workings of 
the Spirit on the mind and the rich consolations of its teachings. 
Go on, and may your own souls be watered from on high while 

imparting to others. rat 


y 


as 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
are come —to the smrits of just men made perfect. | 
The communion of saints! It is nota narrow circle, bounded by space 
| : 3 and time. Our thoughts fly forward, as with an angel’s leap, to where they 


are Who are gone before us, and backwards to the time of their residence on 


earth. Father, [thank thee for the Spirit's power—a mind formed in thy 
likeness 


» 


Father Abraham, the father of the faithful, I love thee. I see thee 
upon: the altar, a sacrifice toGod. Tread thy heart, believing God, against 
ii} = all humany probabilities, Ye built upon the right foundation, upon God’s 
ii ane truth and faithfulness. Happy they who are thy children; who have by 
faith become the seed of Christ. Seest thou not now, in. open vision, thy 
y t eae . | | seed innumerable as the stars? How has time unfolded that dim vision of 
the stars! Nor does the opening prospect tire thy view, while yet its end } 
‘in the distance lost. 
i BF te 7 And Paul’s spirit now is free. Tle stays no longer behind to fill up the 
measure of Christ’s sufferings. His work on earth is finished. Faithful Paul 
has got hiscrown. Brightly itshines. It will never grow dim. ‘The blessed 
. i ey company who followed Jesus and ministered to his necessities, I love to 
| think of you.. IT hail you blessed! Blessed on earth and thrice blessed in 
iu heaven. Methinks I would have been one of that company. But I remem- 


ber He has said, “ Inasmuch as ye have done it uuto one of the least of these 

my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Mary, who loved much, how is thy full 
heart expanded in the opening seenes of heaven! Whats thy employment. 

now? The box of ointment, is it there ? No; but thy heart is, and its per- 
fume, the odor of sweet love, is ever going out to Jesus. Ire there not many 

Marys there?) And who are these, these gliding little ones, in infant forms 

with angel robes? Heard ye their song, their soft, sweet whisper, breathed 
into the ear of Jesus? They are the little ones on whom he laid his hands | 

and prayed. They, too, are in heaven; Jesus’s blood has made them white. 

__ Bright is heaven’s pavement, on. wisieh. they sit, and see themselves reflected 

"~~... theres. Who can mourn an infant lost, an infant gone to heaven ? 

_ Not only with the holy ones of Ser ipture times, but with those also of whom 

we have heard, those whom we have seen, may our spirits hold communion. 
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What a field of thought opens before us, what employment furnished for our 
minds, to trace their steps, to trace their high and holy meditations! There 


is one I love much to recall. One who bore the seal of God upon his fore- — 
head, and from whose lips I have seemed to catch heaven’s own fire. 
Surely, they were touched of heaven; who could doubt it? Payson, L love’ 


thee! I love thee as that withered hand is laid beside thee, and I hear thee 
say, I have lost my will; it is swallowed up in God’s. Tam happy; God is 
my portion. Were the whole world administering to my comfort, they could 


not add one drop of bliss. My cup is full; itis running over. It is of such,’ 


such little, submissive, humble, holy cnes, the family of Jesus is made up. 
‘To their communion, to a participation of their joys, our souls may come. 


We are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God. 


Amen. Let praise and thanksgiving fill our hearts! P. U. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, 


Dear Breruren, —I have been mueh profited by reading in 


the Guide the experiences of the children of God, and have 
thought it might be profitable to send you some account of the 

dealings of the Lord with my soul. 
I was brought up in the fear of the Lord, but lived in sin till I 


was in the nineteenth year of my age, when I was deeply con-. 


vinced of sin; and at a camp mecting held in Cape May County, 
New Jersey, in September, 1°34, [ sought the Lord. with my 
whole heart; and thanks be unto God, I did not seek i In vain ; 
my soul was happily converted to God. Such was the clearness 
of the evidence of this change, that it put all doubts to flight; I 


“Knew that | had passed from death unto life.’ The language : 


of my heart was, “O Lord, I will praise thee ; though thou wast 


angry with me, thine anger 1s turned away, and thou comfortest 
me!” 


In this state I went on my way rejoicing, bearing my cross, 


and following my Savior; but I was soon convinced, by care- _ 
fully reading 1 my Bible and Mr. Wesley’s Sermons, and the deep _ 
experiences “of the children of God, that my heart was not wholly 


conformed to the image of ae that there were many roots 
of bitterness lurking within ; some of which, especially love of 
the world, weubled— me much, and in fact, well nigh overcame 
me. mourned over the plague of my own heart, and felt, 


deeply felt, the necessity of entire sanctification. | looked upon 
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this state as the happiest on this side of heaven, and as being 
almost infinitely desirable. And yet, strange to tell, I was fear- 
ful I never should enjoy it; not because I did not believe it was 
fairly promised to the faithful, but because my unbelieving heart 
and the devil told me it was too high a state for me ever to enjoy, 
and I was constantly, tempted to think that if I received it, I 
never could retain it. In this state of desire I lived nearly two 
years, sometimes’ hoping I should yet enjoy it, at other times 


almost giving it up in despair, but on the whole rather increasing | 


in faith, when I received a new impulse by reading the simple 


experience of Carvosso, and some others of kindred spirit, and 


determined to press my suit at the throne of grace for the blessing 
now ; and blessed be God, I was soon enabled to believe that the © 
blood of Christ would cleans even my soul from all sin. 

It was in secret prayer, on the evening of August 25th, 1837, 
that I was enabled to venture my whole soul, body and being 


_ upon the atoning blood of Christ, and he accepted the sacrifice. | 


the holy fire came down, and I felt for the first time in my life 
The evidence of perfect love casting out fear! I sunk down in 


humility at the feet- of Jesus, and was filled with wonder, love 


and praise. The language of my heart was, ‘“ Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name!” I 
professed it upon suitable occasions to my brethren, and lived in 
the enjoyment of it, with greater or less degree of clearness, for 
one year and a half. During most of the time I lived quite 


-happy, walking in the light of his countenance, often awakening 


myself in the still hour of night, by praising the God of my 


‘salvation. — - 


In the spring of 1839, feeling moved by the Holy Ghost to 


_ preach the gospel, [ was sent on a circuit and commenced labor- 


ing in the vineyard of the Lord. For a few months I endeavored - 
to the best of my ability to preach the doctrine of entire sancti- — 
fication distinctly, and professed the enjvyment of it in the class 


meetings. But finding that few, if any of the brethren in the 


ministry of my acquaintance, preached it clearly as a distinct 
work of grace, it became a very heavy cross for me to preach the 
doctrine, and I became fearful that I should be considered for- 
ward if I did so. And to my shame I say it, that after much_ 
temptation from the enemy of my soul, | ceased to insist upon it 


_ distinctly, and ceased to profess it clearly in the class meetings. _ 


The consequence was, I lost the immediate evidence, and dark- 
ness in some degree came over my soul. J did not enjoy as be- 


fore, “the peace of God, passing understanding.’ I soon discov- 


ered my loss and the cause of it; and at a prayer meeting on the 
circuit, | was greatly drawn out in prayer for the evidence of per- 
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Christian Perfection. (19 
fect love again: but I did not receive it till the next day, when I 
fasted and ‘solemnly promised the Lord on my knees, that if he 
would restore me to the enjoyment of perfect love, I would preach 
a free, full, and present salvation, let others preach as they would. 
And blessed be God, he had mercy upon me, and [ again rejoiced 
in the witness of perfect love. I have gone on from that day to 


this, preaching the doctrine to the best of my ability, though often: 


with much fear and trembling ; and time would fail me to tell the: 
many temptations I have endured upon this subject. But thanks 
be to God, I have been permitted to see some fruit of my labor: 
many witnesses have been raised up to testify that the blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin; and I have for the last year felt 


quite established in the enjoyment of perfect love. I do, most of 


the time, “walk in the light of his countenance, and in his salva- 
tion I do rejoice all the day : ;” and hope, through divine mercy, 
to continue to do so as long asT live. Pray for me, brethren, that 


may be even so. Amen. | S. T. 


New Jersey. 


Messrs. Harper & Brothers have just issued a volume of sermons and plans 
of sermons by the pious and lamented Summerfield. Ofthe man we need 


not speak. Ilis name is held in precious remembrance in all the churches. 


His works are like himself, full of thought and devotion. — 
We have clones. one from several of the sermons appropriate to our 
work. 


CHRISTIAN PE RFECTION, 


Therefore , leaving the principles of the sccting of Christ, let us go on unto to perfection. — 
Heb. vi. 1. 


Paul’s style is parenthetical. In the preceding chapter he had been giving 
a luminous view of the priesthood of Christ, and that in the highest point of 
comparison possible — the Melchisedaical. But, as if feeling the incompe- 
tence of his hearers, he is struck off from his purpose in the eleventh verse 
of the fifth chapter; and through the remainder of that as well as of the sixth 
chapter, he follows the train of thought induced, and resumes his plan only 
in the beginning of the seventh chapter: “For this Melchisedec, king of © 
Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings and blessed him; to whom also Abraham gave a tenth — 
part of all: first being by interpretation King of Righteousness, and after that 


also King of Salem, which is, King of Peace ; without father, without mother, 


without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life; but made 
like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.” 
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Our text is intimately connected with the words preceding. Thius, after’ 
speaking of Melchisedec, the apostle continues: “For when for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the 
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of 
milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in 
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to 
them that are of full age—even to those who, by reason of use, have their 


senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Therefore leaving the prin- 


ciples of the doctrine of Christ, let us goon unto perfection.” What may we 


not infer from this but that our people generally are still dull of hearing? | 


How little do they know compared with what they might ; and how often is 
the minister of Christ obliged again to lay “the foundation: of repentance from 
dead works and of faith towards God;” and, consequently, to stop short of 
those riches of divine truth which lie scattered so plentifully on the sacred 


‘page: : 
Nor would I have this considered an arrogant train of reasoning. I would 


preach it to myself also. O how many delightful spots are there yet in the 
sacred field of divine truth which my eye never saw! How many green pas- 


tures on which J never reclined! How many pure fountains whose bubbling 


waters J never.tasted! Brethren, we are all guilty herein. How much more 


might we have known of God, his nature, his perfections! How much more 
experience might we have had of his grace in our hearts! How much more 


might we have known of the: glori ies of his throne, and how much more fre- 
quently might we have been wr apt up as into the third heavens! “ Whether 
in the body I cannot tell,” &c. 

But there is another inference which we may derive from the text: “ Leav- 


ing these first principles of the doctrine of Christ,” let'us this morning out- 
step the ordinary bounds, and “ go on unto perfection.” 
I. The object 


UJ. ‘The manner of its attainment. 
I, ‘The object contenipleted — — Perfection. | 
Much has been said and written on this subject, and yet it is little under- 


stood by many. The primary meaning which the apostle applies to the term | 
_is, doubtless, a preparedness of our intellectual powers to take in the truths of God. 
From the character which our meditation has assumed, this must be evident. 
And will any one say that this is not necessary to our receiving the deep 

things of God? ‘There are those, I know, who profess much knowledge of 


divine truths, and yet have no experimental enjoyment of them. We see in 
them that there may be a clear apprehension of the things of God apart from 


their operation on the heart. But then this is not called the knowledge of 


divine things in scripture. I have no idea of light separate from life; the 
word is living — spirit and life—and it must produce life where it is known 
in the true sense of the word. There is, | admit, a great difference between 


_ the knowledge of a fact and the conviction of it; but the latter only is the 
saving knowledge — knowledge connected with feeling. Let aman know that — 
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he is a sinner, and know it so as to feel the sentence of death in himself, and he 
will be quickened to ery unto God for merey. Let him know the remedy in 
the Savior of sinners, and his knowledge will not be of that vague and gene- 


ral character which regards him as the Savior of men; he will have an indi- 


vidual personal property in him as his Savior. Thus might we trace in all 
the Christian’s life the connection inseparable between ight and life. “'The | 
light is the life of men.” | 

After this explanation, you will not startle at my having commenced the 
subject of perfection with the primary meaning of the apostle in reference to 


knowledge, Perfect knowledge touches at every point of the Christian char- 


acter. It is connected with perfect: love, perfect humility, perfect purity, 
&e. &e. &e. | 


But I shall not stop here. We come more immediately to the nature of 


‘perfection. For the right understanding of this we may consider it in four 


points of view. | ie 

First. — Absolute pesfe ction. This can belong to God only; for it is impos- 
sible, in the nature of things, that this should attach to‘a creature. Infinity is 
essential to absolute perfection. © Whatever qualities we may discover in any 
being, however amiable and excellent, yet, if its means be limited, no absolute 


perfection can exist. This perfection, therefore, can only belong to God. 


And it is strange that n men still use the term absolute in connection with finite 


-ereatures, and thus wilfully stumble at what is not affirmed. 


Secondly—We may consider it in the nature of beings themselves com- 
pared with other beings. ‘This is relative perfection, and has reference to any 


kind of beings whatever, limited to its awn species. ‘Thus we speak of a 


flower, a plant, a tree, as being perfect in its kind, We. : 
But leaving the world of inanimate nature — and a thousand illustrations 
would offer therein — we look into the world above. Now there exists a class 


of beings called angels, and these are perfect in their nature and kind; that 


Is the perfection of an angel, archangel, throne, power, &e. 
But to bring all this to bear on us. You have heard of the perfection of 
dam, or Adamic: perfection; that was the perfection of a being, all of whose 


powers and faculties were complete and without the slightest derangement ; 


he was perfect after his kind— and now the perfection of man in the present 
state of things is the perfection to which the gospel leads him, and which 


~ Wesley fitly called Christian perfection. 


What the nature of this is we must consider afterward; but how much 
would have been spared from the stock of human passion if this definition 
had been attended to! There isa perfection of a Christian man after las 

Thirdly. — We may consider it again as to the attainment of the highest 


possible degree after his kind. 
This differs from the former in this, that it leads us to stretch after the 


highest point in that perfection to which our nature is capable. If we may — 
speculate in mysteries, we might say that the perfection of an angel is in 


wising to the highest point of attainment of which his nature is capable ; and, 
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to bring this point to bear on ourselves, the perfection of a Christian consists 
in his stretching after and attaining to the highest point of which his 1iature 
is capable. A child is perfect after his kind; that is, he has a perfection of 
"parts, but not yet.a perfection of degrees ; and this will illustrate the meaning : 
His nature is capable of more. 
Fourthly. — The term perfection is again used where éhiste | is an adaptation 
in the person or thing for the purpose for which it was designed. 
Many instances occur in scripture wherein the term is applied in this sense. 
to our Savior — his adaptation to the work on which he had entered. When 
: any thing answers the place for which it was intended, exactly fitting it, it. is 
perfect. Thus, for example, we talk of a perfect musician ; that is, one every 
way qualified for his profession: a perfect scholar, one fitted for that depart- | 
ment of science which he fills, &c. | ] 
- Now to bring this to bear on us: when the man is perfeetly adapted for 
every requirement of the Christian character; when there is in hima meet- _ 


ness for every part of his calling, for time and eternity, there is a perfect | 
Christian: 


Now let us endeavor to condense all these ideas. We have to speak of - saa © 
Christian perfection. | | 3 | | 
1, It must be obvious, 1 in the nature of things, that this does not mean a 
perfection of knowledge; this is not essential. Here we shall always “sce 
through a glass darkly; that is,ina reflected medium, and therefore not clearly. 
The outlines may be discovered, but there will be too much dimness to be 
correct in our view. : 
‘What does this teach us but that we should bear and forbear? “J udge no 
man before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the heart.” 
Many have been mistaken here: they have fancied they had all knowledge ; 
and with a very high-sounding profession, they have exhibited the character 
of the cynic and the censor; their spirit bas not harmonized with their pro- 
fession, and [have put such down for much less than they have boasted ; 
they have pretended to discern spirits and detect motives ; but let such know 
that “the wisdom from above (if, indeed, theirs is from above) is first pure, 
then ‘peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of niercy and good fruits; 
without partiality and without hypocrisy.” i O there is a tender-heartedness 
in tlie’ perfection of a Christian removed from this! An offence against the 
rule of loving kindness is an offence against the Christian character — loving 
kindness is the prominent feature of a Christian! But this leads us to see, 
2. That, though a perfection of knowledge is unattainable, there is a per- 
fection of love! “Perfect love,” says St. Jolin —this is Christian perfection, 


when love stands out visibh y, and draws every other power into exercise under 
its presiding influence. 


_ This is the perfection of God —« God is love ;” and every other attribute 
of his, whether holiness, justice, goodness, truth, &c., is but a modification of | 
this essential principle — the existence of this love in a certain mode! 
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This, then, must be my perfection. Los must be prominent; it must 
draw out the memory —the judgment —touch the spring of action, &e.— 
O what a heaven is this! when love dwells in the heart, looks out at the eye, 


beams in the face, breathes from the lips, distils from the hands, moves in 


the feet, and creates an atmosphere all around which angels might de ‘light 


_ to inhale! “He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 


And crip ad we: know that he abideth in 2 by the spirit which he. hath 
given us, ” | | 

3.. The highest. possible point of Attainment in Christian peraition is, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and mind, and soul, 
and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself” Without a metaphysical tases 
tion of terms, our Lord means that “ we should love with the whole man.” 
Here, then, behold the perfection in kind: “Love him with thy heart;” and 
in degree: “with all thy heart.” St. John says that “perfect love casteth 
out fear;” such a thing, therefore, must exist, or how did he know 2? - 

QO! if this principle, thus carried out in its fullest extent, had full operation 
in my heart! O how should I preach, and act, and think! O where do the 
Christians live? Had if operation in yours, then might it be said of you, 
“See how these Christians love!” O how it would 


‘‘ Burn up the dross of base desires, | | 
And make the mountains flow!” | 


O it would destroy all evil surmisings, all uncharitableness, {— 
Lord, purify us to thyself! Sublimate our affections! 

Now this is what we eall holiness, which [would define as the perfect har- 
mony of every part of the Christian character... The holiness of God is the 
harmony of all his attributes, the unity of all his perfeetions, love being the 


common centre. ‘The holiness of a Christian is the harmony of the whole man 


with the abounding principle of love; all his thoughts and actions evolve 


from this centre, are held in restraint thereby, and alt feel the power of its 


mighty rule! Love i is all! 

4, But in our detinition of perfection there is another idea we have to 
glance at, and we can only touch it: this is the adaptation now of such a 
man for the sphere for which God designed him, 

O how he steps out into life! See him! — serving God and his genera- 
tion! [fis is not a principle of life merely, but life in full vigor. A child can 


talk, and a paralytic can crawl, but the perfect man opens his mouth with 


wisdom; the law of loving kindness i is on his lips; he is eyes to the blind 


and feet to the lame; he mounts up to heaven as on wings; he runs without 


weariness; he is a vessel unto honor; he is fitted by the Master’s hand! O 
what a state is this! * 


“Now the God of peace, which brought again from the dead our Lord 


Jesus. Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the — 


everlasting covenant, make you perfect to do lus will; there 1 is the point !— 
and then his will is done on earth as in heaven! 
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From the Christian Watchman. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
FROM MRS. WADE, MISSIONARY AT TAVOY. 


My time for writing is nearly past, so that I can scarcely allude 
to the joy we have felt in hearing .of the precious revivals in our 
dear native country, especially in Boston. I much wish to hear. 


of the loved ones in each of your families, who have been made 


partakers of the rich blessings of grace. I still feel a lively inter- 
est in your families, and every thing connected with the kingdom 
of Christ around you. 

I have thought much of late of the precious promises of the 
Bible to the Christian, and it seems to me we do not claim them, | 


and plead them before the throne of grace, as it is our duty and 


privilege to do. Is not Christ promised. to us as our wisdom, 
righteousness, and sanctification, as well as’ our redemption? 
And ought we not to believe Christ will give us a victory over sin, 
as well as save us from hell? The apostles write as though it 
was common for Christians to “ abide in Christ,” be led by the 
Holy Spirit, and have Christ dwelling by faith in their hearts. 


_ Do Christians, generally, in America, understand the nature of 


these blessings? How is it with you, my beloved sisters — are 
your. affections weaned from earth and fixed on Heaven? Have 
you submitted your wills entirely to the will of God, so that Christ 
now lives and reigns by faith in your hearts ? | 

I have read nothing scarcely of late but my Bible, and it seems 


to me these are the common blessings of the gospel covenant, free 


for all. And it seems to me that the great difficulty with Chris- 
tians with whom I have been acquainted is— that they have ex- 
ercised faith in Christ to convert them, and have then set about 


trying to subdue sin in themselves, or rather praying God to ena- 


ble them to do it themselves without exercising faith in Christ 
to purify their hearts, just as they did exercise that faith for their 
conversion. Are we not just as unable to subdue sin in our | 
hearts as we were to convert them at first? and must not both 
blessings be obtained through faith? I see I write awkwardly 
upon this subject, but having had some very swect views of the 


sufficiency of Christ for all we need, I love to think and speak of it. 


~ 


This being the first number of a new volume, we would call yoar attention 
to the cover, especially the second page. 
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